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INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON THE 
HISTORY OF MATHEMATICS 
The International Commission met on 22 August 1974 in Tokyo 
on the occasion of the XIVth International Congress of the 
History of Science. Present were H.L.L. Busard, S.S. Demidov 
(vice chairman, acting as chairman), P. Dugac (secretary), 
S. Ito, E.S. Kennedy, A. Kobori, J.D. North, S.S. Petrova, 
L. Rosenfeld, I Schneider, C.J. Scriba, and H. Wussing. The 
meeting discussed the report (reproduced below) submitted in 
absentia by the chairman, approved changes in the membership of 
the International Commission and its executive committee, and 
proposed that at the XVth International Congress of the History 
of Science in Edinburgh in 1977 the Commission organize a 
special program on the occasion of the 200th anniversary of the 
birth of Gauss. 
On 24 August the General Assembly of the Division of the 
History of Science of the International Union for the History 
and Philosophy of Science approved the report of the Commission 
and the proposal for commemoration of the birth of Gauss. 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON THE HISTORY OF MATHEMATICS 
TO THE DIVISION OF HISTORY OF THE INTERNATIONAL UNION 
FOR THE HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE 
By Kenneth 0. May, Chairman 
Background: At the XIIIth International Congress in Moscow 
on 23 August, 1971, the Subcommittee on the History of Mathematics, 
which had been formed as an outcome of a decision of the XIIth 
Congress in Paris in 1968, asked the Assembly to establish a 
Commission on the History of Mathematics, appoint an executive 
committee and authorize the Commission to sponsor a journal. 
This report was accepted, and an executive committee was 
appointed consisting of K.O. May, chairman; S.S. Demidov, vice 
chairman; P. Dugac, secreatry; K.-R. Biermann; G.J. Whitrow; 
and one other member to be appointed. 
Growth of the Commission: In order to prepare for founding 
the journal and to develop other activities, the executive 
committee needed the collaboration of Commission members in 
many countries. Appointments were made as suitable colleagues 
were located. The Commission during 1971-1973 included members 
from 27 countries. They are listed on the back cover of volume 
1 of Historia Mathematics. 
Members of the Commission gave advice, supplied names of col- 
leagues interested in history of mathematics, solicited contri- 
butions, and promoted the journal in their areas. 
Membership in the Commission changes from time to time 
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according to changing interests and ability to serve. The 
category of "member" is informal and does not require anything 
more than an invitation from the Chairman of the Commission, 
based on consultation with colleagues as appropriate. 
The Executive Committee: The vacant place on the executive 
committee, provided for by the Assembly in 1971, was filled as 
planned by a Japanese colleague, Prof. Shuntaro Ito of Tokyo 
University. 
In 1973, the Chairman of the Commission became a Canadian 
citizen. Since it seems desirable to have representation from 
the United States on the Executive Committe, Prof. Michael S. 
Mahoney of Princeton University was coopted as a member of the 
Committee. 
Meetings: Since the XIIIth Congress there have been no 
meetings of the Commission or its executive committee. Business 
has been conducted by correspondence and in chance encounters 
of individuals. 
Notae de Historia Mathematics: In November 1971, the 
Commission began publishing a newsletter which served to prepare 
the ground for the new journal by exchanging ideas and publi- 
cizing developments. 
In its pages were discussed such matters as name, format, 
departments, cost, and language policy for the new journal. It 
solicited articles and book reviews so that the work of editing 
the journal proceeded in an orderly way for a considerable period 
before the first issue appeared. 
Altogether, five issues (November 1971 to June 1973) of the 
newsletter were distributed to about 1200 colleagues and organi- 
zations throughout the world. They record the work of the 
Commission as well as giving a partial record of professional 
activity in the field. 
Directory: From the formation of the Subcommittee in 1969, 
colleagues in many countries assisted in establishing a directory 
file of addresses, research specialties, and language abilities 
of historians of mathematics. This indexed file was the basis 
of the mailing list for the Notae. It continues to grow and is 
an essential reference for soliciting reviews, assigning referees, 
etc. 
In the summer of 1972 a World Directory of Historians of 
Mathematics was published in a first edition of 1000. It con- 
tained about 700 names from 37 countries indexed by nationality 
and specialty. It was sent free to advance subscribers to the 
journal who paid in 1972. Sales at $4.00 per copy (with 
reductions to listees and for advance payment) of the remaining 
copies paid the cost of publication. A new enlarged edition 
will be published in due time. 
Historia Mathematics: Although there has been some discus- 
sion of other activities (such as regional or national meetings), 
the Commission has concentrated on founding and promoting the 
new journal, whose name was chosen after extensive correspondence. 
Historia Mathematics published its first number on schedule 
in February 1974. The third quarterly issue appeared early in 
August, and a regular production schedule in February, May, 
August and November seems assured. The number of pages is a 
little over 500 per year. The flow of articles and other con- 
tributions to the journal seems to be fairly well balanced with 
the space available. Approximately one-half of the papers 
submitted have been accepted. 
An editorial board and a group of collaborators, as well as 
many other colleagues, have assisted in refereeing, reviewing, 
abstracting, and other portions of the editorial task. It is 
the editor’s hope that in this process someone will emerge who 
can take over the editorship. 
An important feature of the journal has been the Abstracts 
Department. In the first three issues, 376 books and articles 
have been given brief abstracts and assigned indexing terms. 
A running index of these abstracts is being prepared and will 
be published from time to time. This feature of the journal 
should make it an indispensable library acquisition. 
The Reviews Department in the first three issues has 
reviewed 32 books. 
As a result of wide discussion,-it was decided to admit all 
languages in the journal, but to have the bulk of material in 
English, which is the language of the overwhelming majority of 
subscribers and is read by most of the others. However, there 
are already contributions in French, German and Russian, and 
the summaries accompanying articles have appeared in English, 
French, German, Arabic, Hebrew, Chinese, Italian, Russian, 
Hindi, Hungarian, and Spanish. Thus, although most of the 
material is in English, the journal has an international linguis- 
tic flavor. 
In the first two issues, authors were from 10 countries, so 
that the journal is truly international in its content. 
Subscriptions: The directory, Notae, notices in professional 
journals, and special mailings secured advance paid-up subscri- 
bers to a total of 175 by May 1972, 240 from 24 countries in 
November 1972, 292 from 27 countries in February 1973, 525 from 
32 countries in June 1973, and 700 from 39 countries in Decem- 
ber 1973 just before the first issue was to go the press. At 
the time of this report, the total is 888, of which 579 are 
individual and 309 institutional (including 30 exchange or 
complimentary subscriptions). These are distributed among 41 
countries as shown on the table on the following page. 
The number of institutional subscriptions should increase as 
a result of a recent mailing to 3236 libraries throughout the 
world. 
Finances: In 1971 and 1972 the expenses of the Commission 
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Historia Mathematics Subscriptions as of August 1974 
Country Individual Institutional Total 
Algeria 
Argentina 
Australia 
Austria 
Belgium 
Bulgaria 
Canada 
China 
Czechoslovakia 
Denmark 
Eire 
Finland 
France 
Germany (BRD) 
Germany (DDR) 
Greece 
Hungary 
India 
Israel 
Italy 
Japan 
Korea 
Jordan 
Lebanon 
Luxembourg 
Malaysia 
Netherlands 
Norway 
Portugal 
Poland 
Romania 
Singapore 
South Africa 
Spain 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Syria 
United Kingdom 
USA 
USSR 
Yugoslavia 
1 
3 
18 
1 
2 
1 
55 
2 
1 
1 
1 
5 
19 
1 
1 
1 
7(l)* 
6 
13 
1 
1 
3 
1 
4 
3 
4 
1 
87 
320 
8(g)* 
1 
6 
31(3)* 
1 
1 
4 
1 
2 
6(3)* 
g(2)* 
2 
6(2)* 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
5 
23(S)* 
196(6)* 
1 
1 cl)* 
579 (9) * 309(21)* 
1 
3 
24 
1 
2 
1 
86 
1 
3 
5 
2 
3 
11 
28 
1 
1 
3 
13 
2 
8 
14 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
4 
2 
2 
1 
3 
1 
1 
5 
8 
4 
1 
110 
516 
9 
2 
888 
Z 
*Numbers in parentheses are complimentary or exchange subscriptions. 
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were covered by advance subscriptions, sales of the directory, 
advertising in the Hotae and donations, of which the largest was 
$500 from the American Mathematical Society. In 1973, a grant 
of $4500 from the Canada Council (the Canadian government agency 
that supports research in the social sciences and the humanities) 
paid for secretarial assistance. This grant was continued in 
1974 to the amount of $4150. We are applying for a further grant 
for 1975. 
Income from subscriptions, if continued at the present rate, 
is sufficient to cover the cost of printing and mailing the 
journal. However, a considerable increase in subscriptions is 
required for the journal to be entirely self-supporting. It will 
therefore clearly be necessary to obtain continued grants. 
Sponsorship: An important indirect support of the journal 
is sponsorship by thirteen national and international learned 
bodies. Sponsorship implies moral support and cooperation 
expressed in various ways. 
Members of the British Society for the History of Mathematics 
may pay a single fee in pounds covering both dues and the journal. 
In the spring of 1974 the newly formed Canadian Society for 
the History and Philosophy of Mathematics named Historia 
Mathematics as its official journal. This does not involve any 
responsibility or control by the Canadian Society, but there is 
a recognition of the special situation resulting from the 
physical location of the journal in Canada, which makes it feasi- 
ble for the journal to give special service to the Canadian 
community and to receive special support. Two members of the 
Canadian Society have been appointed to the editorial board, and 
additional pages will be published in a special department 
devoted to the affairs of the CSHPM. A special joint dues and 
subscription payment has been arranged. As an official journal 
of a Canadian learned society, Historia Mathematics will be 
eligible for more generous financial support than it would be 
otherwise. However, the Canada Council quite properly believes 
that an international journal should be supported primarily on 
an international basis, and we hope that subscriptions will 
continue to make this a reality. At present, 90% of the subscrip- 
tions are from outside Canada. It would be highly desirable if 
learned societies and granting agencies outside Canada should 
give at least token financial contributions. Perhaps most 
important is the Division of History of the IUHPS itself. 
Proposals: 
1. The Commission asks the Assembly to approve the enlarged 
executive committee, consisting of K.O. May (Toronto), chairman; 
S.S. Demidov (Moscow), vice chairman; P. Dugac (Paris), secretary; 
K.-R. Biermann (Berlin); S. Ito (Tokyo); M.S. Mahoney (Princeton); 
G.J. Whitrow (London). (We recognize that it is highly desirable 
to rotate membership on the executive committee among various 
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countries. However, there seems to be general agreement that it 
would be a good idea to continue the original membership and 
officers for another three-year period, with the understanding 
that changes be made at the next Congress. In particular, during 
the next three years, the Commission and the executive committee 
should discuss the reorganization of the Commission so that it 
would be more than a mere adjunct of the journal. It would be 
desirable to have a chairman different from the editor of the 
journal . ) 
2. We ask the Assembly to make a small grant in support of 
the journal . (We are aware that the Division has serious finan- 
cial problems. However, a small token grant would be helpful to 
the journal in its efforts to secure continued support else- 
where. ) 
* * * * * * * * * 
MEETINGS 
In this department we hope to publish timely announcements of 
future meetings and reports of events and papers presented at 
past meetings. For this we rely on the organizers of meetings 
to send us.announcements as early as possible, and on colleagues 
in each country to send us reports, avoiding duplication by 
checking with the editor or the nearest member of the Inter- 
national Commission. 
JOINT ATLANTIC SEMINAR ON THE HISTORY OF THE PHYSICAL SCIENCES 
NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT, MARCH 21-22, 1975 
The second annual meeting of the Joint Atlantic Seminar 
(J.A.S.) on the History of the Physical Sciences will be held 
at Yale University on Friday evening and Saturday, March 21-22, 
1975. The J.A.S. was founded to promote discussion among 
graduate students and other scholars in the eastern United 
States and Canada working on a1,1 aspects of the history of the 
post-Newtonian physical sciences. Anyone interested in present- 
ing a paper should write promptly to Professor Martin J. Klein, 
Department of History of Science and Medicine, Yale University, 
New Haven, Connecticut 06520, giving the title of the proposed 
talk. Graduate students are especially invited to contribute 
papers. Papers should be planned for presentation in approxi- 
mately twenty minutes, and ten minutes will be reserved for 
discussion of each paper. Further information about housing 
arrangements and so forth will be provided later. 
